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Amendments to the Drawings 

Attached is new drawing Figure 18. 
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REMARKS 

To summarize, Claims 1-77 and 79-89 are cancelled. 
Claims 78 and 90-94 have been amended and Claims 95-108 have 
been added. New Claims 95-108 are directed to the surgical 
irrigation unit having a pump unit corresponding to the 
invention of Group III. Therefore, examination of Claims 95- 
108, along with Claims 78 and 90-94, is respectfully 
requested. 

The Information Disclosure Statement filed August 1, 2006 
has not been officially made of record. We note that the 
USPTO PAIR database printout shows receipt of the Information 
Disclosure Statement including Form PTO-144 9 on August 7, 
2006. Thus^ complete copies of the Information Disclosure 
Statement and Form PTO-144 9 are retrievable from the Image 
File Wrapper by accessing the USPTO PAIR database. For the 
Examiner's convenience^ attached is a copy of Form PTO-144 9 
(one sheet) as filed August 1, 2006. Applicants' respectfully 
request initialing and return of previously filed Form PTO- 
1449 with the next Office Action or other correspondence. 

Priority Claim 

Page 2 of the Office Action states that priority is not 
claimed to parent application 09/659 466 filed September 11, 
2000. Applicants inserted a reference to the priority claim 
in the first sentence of the specification at the time of 
filing. Further, the priority claim is noted on the USPTO 
Filing Receipt. 

Nonetheless, Applicants have amended the first paragraph 
of the specification to refer to the parent application, and 
also to indicate that the parent application issued as Patent 
No. 6 652 488. Further, the attached Application Data Sheet 
includes the priority claim thereon. 

For the above reasons. Applicants believe the priority 
claim clearly is in order and acknowledgement of the priority 
claim is respectfully requested. 
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Objection to Preliminary Amendment 

The objection to the application as including alterations 
that have not been initialed and/or dated and that a properly- 
executed oath or declaration is thus required has been 
considered. Applicants presume the objection is directed to 
the Amendment Before First Office Action filed simultaneously 
with the Continuation Application on October 14, 2003. The 
Examiner's objection references MPEP Chapter 602, Section V. 

In reply. Applicants note that MPEP §602, Section V, at 
page 600-34, column 1, second full paragraph, states that it 
is applicant's obligation to review the preliminary amendment 
to ensure that it does not contain subject matter not 
otherwise included in the specification or drawings of the 
application as filed. The MPEP at page 600-34, column 2, 
lines 18-23 states that in response to the requirement 
applicant must submit (a) an oath or declaration, (b) an 
amendment that cancels the subject matter not supported by the 
originally filed specification and drawings or (c) a request 
for reconsideration. Page 600-34, column 2, lines 24-35 
states that a Supplemental Oath must be filed for a 
preliminary amendment filed prior to September 21, 2004. 

In view of the above, all of Claims 43-72 filed in the 
Amendment Before First Office Action are cancelled herein. 
Thus, all of the subject matter provided in the Amendment has 
been cancelled and therefore no issues remain. Added Claims 
95-108 are newly presented and do not include subject matter 
that was not present in the originally filed specification and 
drawings. Further, Applicants hereby state that the pending 
claims, along with the amendments to the specification and 
drawing, contain no new matter. A new oath or declaration is 
accordingly believed unnecessary. 

For the above reasons. Applicants request withdrawal of 
the objection to the application. 
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Drawing Objection 
At page 3 of the Office Action, the drawings are objected 
to for not illustrating a number of features referenced as a) - 
k) . 

Applicants believe the objected to terminology listed as 
features a) -k) , while this terminology is not identical to 
language present in the specification, it is submitted that 
the terminology corresponds to elements illustrated in the 
drawings. As discussed herein below, to advance prosecution, 
Applicants have revised the claimed features to recite terms 
that are essentially identical to elements shown in 
Applicants' drawings. Applicants' amendments may not be 
considered an admission that the cancelled terminology is not 
fully disclosed in the application. 

For the Examiner's convenience, all references to 
Applicants' specification below are directed to paragraphs as 
numbered in Patent Publication No. 2004/0158203 Al (the '203 
publication), which corresponds to this application as filed. 

Feature a) is a ''gravity irrigation liquid supply inlet" . 
Throughout the claims, this term has been changed to an 

irrigation liquid source . The irrigation liquid source 

is illustrated in Applicants' Figure 1 by reference numeral 
"IL" . 

The objection states that feature b) ''gravity irrigation 
liquid flow conduit" is not shown in the drawings. This term 

has been amended and is now recited as an irrigation supply 

tube . The supply tube is illustrated by reference numeral 

23G in Figure 1. 

The drawing objection for "c) impeller" has been 
considered. The term "impeller" does not appear in 
Applicants' specification and thus has been removed from the 
pending claims. U.S. Pat. No. 6 213 970, incorporated by 
reference in the instant specification, discloses the use of 
an impeller, but such term is not believed necessary for 
allowance of the claims recited in this application. Thus, 
the term "impeller" has been deleted from all of the claims. 
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The Office Action states that feature d) "'irrigation 
liquid valve" is not illustrated in the drawings. This term 

has been replaced in the claims by irrigation valve 

unit , which is illustrated by reference numeral 650 in 

Figure 2 . 

Further, the Office Action states that feature 
e) ''impeller deenergized/impeller energized control" recited 
in the claims is not present in the drawings. Claim 95 

utilizes the terminology deenergi zed/energized pump 

control . This element corresponds to the switch SWG 

illustrated in Applicants' Figures 15B and 15D. 

The Office Action further states that feature f) ''suction 
flow control assembly" is not illustrated. The above term is 

now recited as suction valve unit throughout the claims. 

The suction valve unit is disclosed at paragraph [0075] and 
elsewhere in the '203 publication and is illustrated by 
reference numeral 651 in Figure 2. 

The Office Action states that features g) "reciprocating 
member" and h) "reciprocating valve element" are not 
illustrated in the drawings. The claims have been amended to 

recite valve body . The valve body 663 is shown in 

Figure 2 and is disclosed as reciprocating in paragraphs 
[0075] and [0083] - [0086] of the '203 publication. Further, 
the valve body corresponds to the reciprocating valve element 
as the valve body includes an aperture therethrough and thus 
acts as a valve element. 

The Office Action states that feature i) "suction flow 
path" is not shown in the drawings. Paragraph [0107] of the 
'203 publication discloses a suction flow path that is 
illustrated in Figure 9C . 

The Office Action further states that feature 
j) "rotating member" and feature k) "arm" are not illustrated 
in the drawings. Paragraph [0076] of the '203 publication 
discloses a sleeve 660 having a radially outwardly extending 
flange 673. Rotation inducing arms 674 are shown mounted to 
the sleeve 660 in Applicants' Figures 4A-4D. Thus, the term 
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'"arm" is shown in Figures 4A-'4D and therefore remains in the 
pending claims. The term ''rotating member" is now recited as 
rotatable arm throughout the pending claims. 

For the above reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the objection to the drawings is respectively requested. 

Rejection Under 35 USC §112 

The rejection of Claims 90-94 under 35 USC §112, second 
paragraph, has been considered. The rejection states that the 
subject matter of Claims 90-94 was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to convey the claimed invention 
at the time the application was filed. Amended Claims 90-94 
are believed disclosed in the originally filed specification. 

Many features in amended Claims 90-94 are related to the 
features identified as not being present in the drawings. 
Thus, amended Claims 90-94 include many of the new terms that 
are set forth above with respect to the drawing objections and 
that are clearly shown and disclosed in the specification. 

Further additional terminology, such as valve 

barrel now recited in Claims 90 and 91, is labeled as 

element 402G in Applicants' Figure 2, and disclosed throughout 
the specification and drawings. 

The terms recited in amended Claims 90-94 clearly include 
elements that are both disclosed and shown in the application 
and drawings . 

For the above reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the rejection of Claims 90-94 as containing subject matter not 
described in the specification is respectfully requested. 

Claims 

Applicants appreciate the allowance of Claims 65-68 and 

78. 

Allowed Claims 65-68 have been canceled in view of new 
Claims 95-98. Claims 95-98 are similar to Claims 65-68. 
Thus, for the Examiner's convenience in examining Claims 95- 
98, Attachment A provided herewith shows amendments to Claims 
65-68 that result in Claims 95-98 as presented herewith. 
Attachment A clearly shows that Claims 95-98 have different 
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terminology. Also some of the features set forth in Claims 
65-68 are not recited in Claims 95-98, as these features are 
not believed necessary to distinguish over the prior art of 
record. With regard to the prior art, the irrigation valve 
unit recited in Claim 95 is not believed present in the prior 
art . 

Amended Claims 90-94 depend from Claim 95. Thus 
Applicants believe Claims 90-94 are allowable, along with 
Claims 96-98 which depend from Claim 95. 

New independent Claim 99 emphasizes features of the 
irrigation valve unit that Applicants believe resulted, in 
allowance of claims in the previous Office Action. Therefore, 
Applicants request allowance of Claim 99, and Claims 100-108 
dependent therefrom . 

New Drawing 

New Figure 18 and added descriptive text for the 
specification are provided with this Response. Figure 18 
corresponds to Figure 1 in the incorporated by reference '970 
patent. The additional paragraphs added to Applicants' 
specification simply disclose elements shown in Figure 1 of 
the '97 0 patent. For example, a hollow spike and liquid 
supply bag are disclosed in the specification and are shown in 
Figure 18, which corresponds to Figure 1 of the '970 patent. 

Per 37 CFR 1.57(f), since new material being inserted 
into this application is material previously incorporated by 
reference, the amendment contains no new matter. Approval of 
the amendment is respectfully requested. 

In view of added Figure 18 and the corresponding text, 
the hollow spike and irrigation liquid supply bag recited in 
Applicants' Claims 98 and 102 are now clearly illustrated in 
the drawings . 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above, the instant application is believed 
to be in condition for allowance, and action toward that end 
is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Brian R. Tumm 
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